
 

 

 
 
 
 
June 26, 2014 
 
 
The Honorable Patrick Leahy   The Honorable Chuck Grassley 
Chairman      Ranking Member 
Committee on the Judiciary   Committee on the Judiciary 
U.S. Senate       U.S. Senate 
Washington, DC 20510-6125   Washington, DC 20510-6125 
 
Dear Chairman Leahy and Ranking Member Grassley: 

On behalf of the tens of millions of television viewers across America – who greatly 

value their access to broadcast TV news, information and programming on a variety of 

digital platforms – we write in support of S. 2454, the Satellite Television Access 

Reauthorization Act (STARA) of 2014, which was approved today by the Senate 

Judiciary Committee. 

  

One thing is certain, the overwhelming majority of America’s video marketplace 

consumers continue to rely on broadcast TV stations for their local news, weather 

updates, emergency information, and sports and entertainment programming. We are 

grateful for your leadership and applaud this Committee’s push forward with a narrow 

reauthorization of the satellite distant signal license that ensures viewers will continue to 

benefit from free, locally-focused broadcast television.  

 

This legislation preserves, rather than eliminates or redesigns, the lifeline basic service 

tier provision. Eliminating or altering this requirement of cable TV systems would be 

detrimental to millions of cable subscribers across the country who depend on 

broadcast TV as a vital lifeline to emergency information in times of disaster. It also 

ensures that local broadcast stations will continue to be compensated for their 

programming, which is a critical component of their ability to serve communities across 

the country.   

 

 

 



 

 

In conclusion, we support a holistic review of the U.S. video marketplace as part of a 

broader congressional examination of the copyright and communications laws, but 

agree with this Committee’s approach that this legislative vehicle is neither the time nor 

place. An open and transparent legislative process would serve as the most effective 

means to modernize the regulatory landscape in a fair and balanced way for all 

stakeholders – promoting competition, investment, innovation and consumer choice – 

well into the 21st century digital age. 

   

Thank you for your time, attention and consideration to this matter. We look forward to 

being part of the conversation to modernize the regulatory landscape for the benefit of 

America’s television viewers. 

  

Sincerely, 

 

Robert C. Kenny       

Director of Public Affairs      

TVfreedom.org       

      

 

 

 

cc: Members of the U.S. Senate Committee on the Judiciary 

Members of the U.S. Senate Commerce Committee 

 

 

 


